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S E A L  R O C K S  N S w  I  h o m (

SEAL ROCKS GETS a n lent ion oD the ABC sever i l  t in les a dry:  rs  ooe
otAustrxlix\ most castc y ponlts, it forns x convenient dividing line for
rvearher teports on thc NSw Centml Coxst. BLU other than the warnings
for sailors rnd surfers. the ouaidc world doesn't herf nluch rbout this ti'y
be.rchside coDmurily some 90 kiloDretrcs north east of Newc]stle - rnd
thiCsjust 6ne for those who spend their weeks or wcekcods hcre. One
shop, a ferv ancient fishernlen\ shrcks and a daily routine tlut at its rrost
frcrlctic is still best described rs 'pe:lceful. lazy and unsophisticated'.

which isjust the sort offeelil]g that atftacted Siephen Grant, a property
developef, lrt collector und olvrer (wirh his wife, Bridget Pirrie) ofthe
G ntPi r r ie  g. r l lery in  inner  Sydnev s Redfern-  Vis i tors are a coDst .nt  -
"Friends. a:rnily, acqurintances, artists, filmDrakers aDd wnters shrre
or trke the be:ch house ln turns wnh us." Srephen sat's. But before rny
ofthis c:rvrlc:rde could kick offtheir shoes and rvander down to the berch,
an old shack had to urdergo x conlprehensive .rakeover.

This beachside st ructure spoke to somethjng inrr jns ic  in  SrepheDi
past .  " I ' rn  a country boy and for  sone rerson i t  reminded ne ofshear ing
sheds," he says- Thc boy ivho had grown r:p on r Tamworth farn knew
thet such buildings snDple constructiors ofcorrugated iron and
asbestos sheets, rvith rough rvooden floors - rvouldnt stand idle outside
the few wccks oftlie shearing seison. Aprrt from anything else, they
rvcrc nccded to accomnodrte sudden iloods ofvisirors 'the shed
u'as always the centre ofrctivity".

Afrer buying thc property nl 1996, Stephen went looking tor someone
ro transform the shack into a modcrn evocatior ofthe shed thar h:rd
ahvays been r hospit:ble heart to his boyhood hoDic. He fout1d the young
irchitecturil p:rrtnership ofRachael Bourne and Shane B1ue, and gave >
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rhcn i  J i iDt lc  l )u t  , r l l  cr ) .or)pr$rng brct l  V.  \ i r r  r  l i i i  L l r ] r |e lo l \c5
.no!nd l iu l .  t r r ih  rDd t l i .Dds.  ID orh. f  $rr t \ .  r  . r ic i ,e ! ' . , i i ( l  f i r r f lc
rener t  th ,n tbstcrcd crsr  .Dr . f r i in i rs  r rd rch\ i , ,g  \  i t l i  , r  ryrnt , l | l r .n .
t i 'c l i r )g t i r  rhc . r | i forD.r r  r , )d ' l )e  |coplc rh, r r  1n.  rh. f . .

l : i , \ t .  . r l l  rh .  ( ) \ i .  r$c i ros hrJ k ,  L, ! ' ! ,uet i lh  i .Dror .J .  This  I f r i  ' l r t  l ) (nre\
o l  'he l ,n , l ( l ins.  , r  n tLr . r f .  bor  i r  rhr ' |  l r ! , ,s .  s lecpi rg. rDd .ooki rg r tur \
Nf fu i l l  n t r , \1 , . ! t  rog.rhcf  AL)rrh i rgr id . r { , \ , i ( l i led. r rs Icx, isr rc tchingl . rck
ro rh.  r ) r . r i r  l ) r i l ( t i , ,g  , rn, l  crcrnng r  cor$(1 errn. , ,x  e r , . . r .  S l . .prrg f r r i l jo . j
r r c  i n  t h t  r c r r .  r r t l r  r l l  r o o n r \ o p c n i r . r r o . n r i i r i i c i . o u r r \ , I r l  r h . r a \  p h D r . L t
\ i rh  i , , r rsr f r , ) i  . r . .  s ,  grr r lcn; i \  r i rd , rg, , ! ( \ .  TLrcc sronc t  uJdh. \  t ior l
V ieLrr r r r r  potcet  thc coufrv i fd . rx t  r l , (  { , rernr lng bur l t l ings.

SrcphcD hid cr l ,cr icreqlbdch ho! \c  l r r ing i r  L l . r l i  r i rd  k , rc \  t l I r  i r
\ , rs  rDrpor  Dr ro D.r \ i i r i \c  ! . r r r i1 . l lur  t i r  .oD] t i ) r r . i lnc \u, r r i r ic ,  l r \  i rg .
l lu t  \ in .c  br . .z f j  ,nr  r ] l ! -  \ . ' r l  lLo.k\  pfoDorar !  c . i r  t re  r l ,c  rn,H of
\  crdr . f  \  i f r r rg\ .  1 t  \  x i , I for  t inr  ro rho crcrLc r  pr  oteL tcL l  . r r  c . r  r tcrc
or)c . in  sr  oors id. ,  \ ] lehei  eJ i  onr  rh.  s  rDd

rh.  l iv rDg i r . i  i  hc , ! . r l r  br r lJrnr  h. rs  rn opcD k; r .h. , r  . r r  r i )d  i ,o , ) r
t r  er  l ,ok ing thr  bcrch.  A s |c la. , r  i  r . \  , rn  . \  c f  .h ins i rg . {n l . .L io, i  o f i i r . r l l
, t ] \ork\ .  l . t i  b \ ' r f t i {  l r lcr r ts  r , ,  thcrr  g.Defor i  hosrs l ;kr  ' ' | . , , r1 \o!  r r ) r . r

' ' I r ' \  nor  ouf  houi r  o, ) l \ .  L .ut  our  i i rcnt l r  houj .  roo.  $ ! l r ( \  l . . r \c  rh. r r
. r f t \ !orks 1 ik . ' rhe\  souU rD rh. [  o \  n 1]oLrsc.  erphi r \  \ tcphcn.
A  b c n r u \ e d  e \ p r ( $ r o n  H i . k . $  i . f o \ \  h i r  i ( ( . . .  A r \ o n r . p L ) r n r \ \ . h . r d r ( i
i rk  the,) r  t ( )  \ tu)p lc . r !  rnS rh iDS\ l ) . . rnse \  e  \  cr . . r t 'our  dfo\ \  Ding i , r  i l  r l  >
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TDUNKYcE[6s
eY +NrRrr(IoR HA(l
\^/Y.r.r. DunKEL.oql

Lirgc s l id in l i  \ \ , indo\$ rnd fo ld ing indrr t r i r l  ghs doon h.ve rephced
rrr . l i i ior i l  open;ng i i t r ; rcs.  cre; r r inq r  f , tce,  oper  rDd l ight- f i1 led sprce,
th. i r  cr r  be i i r , rde,rore or  less open to dre l le , r f ier  \vh i le  l lwrys
nrr iDtr i l l ing suFerb v ieNs to d1c berch rnd d le ocern beyond.

Tl)r! view is rlso rccessible from tlic master bedroom We sec
d)e bunr on one side .nd the ser on the other, Brictget savs. This, Iike
r l l  the s leepi , rg ! t ! r , | l  te ,s ,  is  I  del iberr re lv  s in lp le sprce.  The tooms rre
furrished \\'1th cerf;illy posn1('red beds. unde, nloquito nets - essentirl
$her  louvres , ind doors ure kef t  oper) .  Benei th e lch bed r re hrge box
bises dre,e r .e , )o \vr rdrobes or  d,essers,  so i r l l  ,vou Deed to srore hrs
to fit in !here. A couFle ofcorner ledges are used as bcdsiclc tabies, ivhiLe
r brsket mry hokl crrralLy tosscd T shirts, sarongs aDd shorts.

' ' I t 's  not  thc sor t  ofp lacc rvhere ,vou dLes up for  d i rDer l  srys Srephen.
hughing.  A tub f rom the fomet hurdrv stands next  Io  Ihe bxrh;ne
pavilion and bchurd the ivrli dnt divides the shorver roons from the
iDncr  cour tyard.  ' I t i  as unpreteDr ious rs  the resr  of rhe hoNe lnd
i t 's  grcat  for  bnrshing tccth,  c lcaning vcgctablcs aDd i lsh and duic ing
o11-vour Nersui t , "  Stepheu sr ,vs.

The t r ld l rng a.ca recal ls  thc icoDic chaDgc rooms ofAustra l ian bcach
culnrrc.  A s in ip lc  construct ion ofconcrere Nr l ls ,  cormgrted rnn;ngs
rnd f ibre ceDent  prn i t ions,  i r  hrs tNo l . ! . l tor ies rnd t \ \ ,o  sho\ \ ,ers,
x  h lghlv  desi r rb le set-up $ ' len lccolnmodrr ing l  l r rge nunlber  ofguests.
Sohr t . r re l r  oD the roofFrovide hot  wr ter ,  r  seFt i .  t ink rec_vcles $,astc
for  the g cten rnd r r inN. ter  is  srved in ! lvo hrye uDks.

The ho!\e is designed to sit lightly in dre environmcnt - rnd to agc

Sfucefu11y $,]th ;t. As the rrchitects testif_v, "Stephen understood... it should
becoDe Dos,v rnd fide -.rnd grirdurllv .ecede into its su.rcLrndiDgs."

Bur bL ' fore r rv  a.d inq rhere s p lenry ofh ippt  sers ide l i fe  to eDjoy.
"The beich holse h is  turned out  rer l lv  Nel1,"  Stephen srys.  "You can

feel  coDfor t rb le i  i t  o l r  just  your  orvn -  or  wr th 15 pcople l "  ; :

"FRIENDS, FAMILY ACOUAINTANCES, ARTISTS, FILMMAKERS AND
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