
casual luxury

Designed to ma\imise a stunning seaside

location, Nellies is the Lind of beach house

we'd all love to call our own \{ith inspired

architecture ancl a sense of casual luxluy' the

Pacific Pa]ms development surpassed the hopes

of tlvo families seeking a beachsidc holidal'

haven south of Forster'
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th the design brief also
ecifying low-maintenance as
pdority, Tim said the building

treated "as though it was a
t il many lysys" with marine

grade fittings and fibreglass
sen for duability.

A joint pfoject between two laml es, co
owner Tim Ryan attributes the design slccess
to Bolrne + B ue Arch tecture in !t sing the
beachf.ont site to its g.earest potent a.

That potentia was tied to the dwellings

Porpose as mlch as ther visua aesthetic
prcvdinS ho da/  homes whch coud aho be
rented outtor mlch ofthe /eai'As the BCA (Bu lding Code of Australla)
and oca colnci constaints on the s te wolld
onyallow one siiglegarage atthe lrontforeach
dwel l ingwehadto mtour foorareato l24sqm
whkh was another .oisrrainr ofthe BCA Tm

expained ofthe tght space limits.

'box features t mbe[ wirh the steel llle ofthe
interna wood fire rG ngouts de its rool ne,oily
to re-eiter the angled .oofabove.

Smple yet dEmatic the varying textures
and angles add d imenson and vs la l  in terest ,
elevatng the ving quartets be),ond a simpe

A.ce$ing the room via an oversized s d ng
door, the llooring s again Brushbox tmben
nrarr/ing intef or and exteriorrexlu.es,

The centfe ofthe viig room appeaa ke a
gant 8ht-we , rhanks io high timberframed
window panes wh ch .onnect the wa s to the

Wh te n--b!ilt cabiietry around the
contemporary wood tire provdes seek nora8e
on one wall, fac ng the kitchen oi the far s de of

Provdiig both warmth and atmosphere on
wrnd/ w, nter afternoons, ts hard io imagine the
.oom witholt the fre as a fo.a point, a leature
onthe must 'have stofTmswifeCatherne.

The talle/ kitchen has an oveE white rheme,
wiih Baumatic app ances sourced f.om Wnning
Applances ar Newcastle Both an impressive
front kikhei be.ch top and nearby d ning tab e
have been fash oned if the same timber as the
flooring add ig wanrth tothe min malist space.

"We 
ilst wanted to make it ook ke t was

almon pari ofthe floor," T m said olthe ilowlng
l ines of the bench top.

Rep€iition of natura tet!res and colours,
teamed wth a whte background prov de the
bu k ol the propeft/s nteror pa ette, oeating
beach hoose s mp cty whie exaggerat ng the

The one .ololr exception in the ving area k
the oversized back nrodllar couch wh ch was
bought at Synieys, Space Furnit!re.

Teamed wth brSht  cushons and a shagey
floor rug, the couch prov des room forthe whole
family aid .reates a ha wa/ etred in the open
plan space eading outtowards the beach.

With the house lsed primarl/ by other
holida/makets Tm sard black has proven a

'we get there two or three tmes a /ear blt
ts a famil/ holida/ pla.e and so man/ kids have
been thfouSh that p ace, he said

Wth d rect access to BoomeBng Beach via
wde,  wndng tmber s teps,  the popuarty  s
!ndedandab e. Tim said the iune k curently
beng rejlvenated and saltblsh removed, wth
hopes the beach t€ | wi eventually resembie a

Whether /ou choose to fo ow the path or
admne the beach views from the front alf.esco
area, the spot s hard to beat,

Aunraliai natlves such as Banks a have been
plaited here for pr vac/ and pfotection from rhe

The steepn-^ss ofthe site is on y apprecated
at street eve, wth a rke eading to those two
singe garages, each with an nternal lo11 space
nSenous) ,  lesSned by the bLr  def ,  Danny
Codwin.

Used 10 store prvate belongings such as
surfboards, the oft ensures the owne6 .an
enioy occas onal weekend vsits wth as ttle
pack ng and flss as po$ibe.

Entry to the two properties k via walkwa/s
at  opposing sdes,  wi th andng st /e s teps
mnimis ing the impact  o l  rhe ascef t .  S ie
plant ngs ofAlstralian natives and a brlsh st/le
fence provide both ambiance and p.vac/to the

Th s is where the house des gn has its 'wow

lacior wth exlensve use of gass, exterior
brushbox tinrbef wth a Satn ntergrain finsh
md sedions ofcompre$ed ibreboard daddint,
mainlyonthe second store/. F n shed inaeuca ypr

8ree. hue, the co our lessens the mpact ofthe
upper eve by beni ing twth the sky and bush,
wh e the timber has a moregrounded feel.

Asde from operating as a flncriona area
to connect the pavlions, the eitry cou.t/afd
provdes a sense ofspace and flow thanks to its

Paced to maximise the stunning beach vews,
the externa view of the livng zone appeaB
ike three irteMoven boxes, with the highest
teatur ng a dmrnatc slop ng roof.

One wall has a bank of ouvfes, wh ch assist
vent atiof n the dining area, while the second
shape accents the nbfeboard caddifg The thifd
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eement ,  pa f t .u la r I  f rom t !n / .oa(a lw nds .
Cont .u i ig  rhe  dea o f  rhe  ce i rE  sp ie  o f

the home, the drv drng wi of ihe beachlroni
.our i /a rd  learures  n  bu i t  se . t  ng  on  e i ihe . j  de
(ompemenred b/ outdoor tables perfe.i for

wth  the  iesgn bre f  aso  spe. t i i t  low

nantenance a i  a  pno. ry  Tm sad the  bu id  ng
llas tfeated aj though t was a boat n many
wr / r  w th  maine  grade f l tngs  and f ib fega*

Wh e  rhe  ex tero ,  tmbeMofk  feq !  res
o(asona l  marn tenan.e ,  ihe  f ib rega$ and
.opper .oo i .g  a re  pa |1  cu  ar  L I  rob !n .

The ievr|ab e t.ackin8 of sand up the bea.h
na tr has prove. ro be no Sreat prob em wnh

lwo.en iE  o l tdoor  showern t  a .eas  hepng

Trm rld aduhs .i.se off nt a showef neaf
th. .o!n/ard, wh e the kds ove the nearby

C.n.ealed bt a garuge fo er door whe. the

house sn  t  n  !se ,  th is  ba throom s  rem n iscento f
5ur f . i !b  la . l i t i es ,  w th  a .en t .a  van, rysepara t  ng
the io  e tand showe.a .eas .  Three t  mber  pa .eh

beneath the showe. remove to .evea a deep
bath  u .de f fea ih ,  wth  vs t ig  kds  knowf  to

lump i r  there  together to .nse  o I I the  sa .d .
Especa /  e - t  to  keep cean,  the  en t i re

baih.oom can even be hosen down.
For  sand tha t  does  end !p  indoots  on  the

br lshbox  o f  po lEhed te low ionpe f loo .ng ,

T  m rema ns  non.ha lan t .
"The whoe dea is  tha l  t s  no i  a  p reco ls

litle area whefe yo!ve got io rea / take a ot
or care Tm ia d t s a beach hou5e /o! re
gong to plt sand everywhere /ou h8hr (as
we ) have slrfa.es ihat a.e eas/ to sweep up

Wh le extended naIs may .ece$ tate !3e of

the tull slzed laundry hanSlng ,pace has been
isoatei to the far coln/ard, adlacenr ro the

Consde. ig  the  fac(  Tm and Cath  have
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fouf  kds,  and the amount  o l fam eswhovist
Ne es, bedfoom layolt has proven especally
importantwhen a ow ng for  larger  n!mber.

Whi le t  wor ld i t  p .obab/  be consdered
bl8 eiolgh as a permanenr bedroom, a iatrow
room open ng to the courtyard has beei ftied
wth a blnk for those i mes whei exra beds

Somet mes used by two k ds l fone ofTim s
ch dren has a frlend v stlng, the room provdes
ihe option for add tonalprivac/.

Ad! ts seek ng p.vaq !slal/ head
tothe upna rs parenls .et.eat whi.h
featlres a bedroom aid ens! te in a
good{zen space.  T im sad colp l€s
witholt k ds orthose who have o der
.hildren gene€ly gravitate to ths

Back dowinairs a sp t leve desigi
ben s!ts yolnger fam lies with
parents 5eparared from the kds b/
an nrerconiedig coor

A few steps down lrom the maln
bedroom afd ensui te theres a. levef

"The whole idea is that it's not
a prec ious l i t i le  area where 1uu ' r  e
got to really take a lot of care,"
Tim said. "It's a beach house
- you're going to put sand
everywhere, you might (as well)
have surfaces that are easy
to sweep up aIId keep clean."

brothef, Petei

Ex tens  ve  use  o f  ga$ has  been an  obvo ls

materia choice cofside.ngthe location, bathing

the prope.te, ii ght.
''lf ihe.e s a negative to Ne es its that /ou

don t get to sleep in Tlm sad "be.a!se every

bom s so light. Blt we k nd of fgure, ts a

beach house by des gn, you don t want to be

s eep ng n to 10 ocock lt s a p ace for siestas

Approa.h ng four /ears since constrlction,
Tm has 5n.e worked with arch iects Shaie
Bourne and Rachael B !e on other p.ojecls and
femalns in  conta. t  wth bu der  Dann/  Godwi i ,
h is  team and land(aper,  Sa y Cooke to ensure
the ho!se sta/s in  peak cond ton

double loli bed, whkh forms the b!lkhead fof
an in-built b!nk be ow

The blnk s compiemented by an n-
bu t  ounge unierneath whch cai  ako be
ftansformed nto ext€ beds whei needed.

Agai modeLled on a boais effcient use of
rpace Tim eid ih s room a ows the kids to
bunk n together, wh e stl be ng abe to rea.h

Whle the qlafters have beei desgned
wth fami  es in  m nd Tim sad the fooms are
veAatile, a..ommodatng ho day grolps wth

Wth Tm project managiig the 2004
.ons$rction as well as innalling audo and
.ompuier cab ng, he had the chance to work
aongside bu der  Dairy  Codw n and h is  team.

twas duf ing a group.hat  about the loca area
that Tim learned abolt Pacilic Palms history
lead nglo the narn ng ofthe propen/.

Wantng to tie the beach house to the
loca area, the name Nel es was chosen after
Ne ies Rock. After a tte mofe research itwas
dk.overed that Nel es Rock was named after
a German ad/, one of the lirst setiers n the
area, who used to stand on the fock each day,

wth the two ProPef tes dubbei  Nel les
North and Nel es South sitn writing srps on
the ga$ sliding doo.s bea. the re evant nam€
a n ce peEona tolch bITim s Braph c designer

Coisiderng the spa.e .onstra nts, site
g.adient and deckon to bu d a5 a parlneEh p
Tm feeh fortunate that the prolect flowed so
smoothly, with everyone nvo ved st eijof.S
the occasonal8ettogetheratthe p.operty.

The whoe p.oce$ ofNellies is qu te specia
n that regafd, theres a rea conned on to ihe
crafismen that made it and the arch tects thai
des gned t ani the paftnersh p f'1ck (l'4 chae
SummeB) a id Louue (s lav in)  have been

Hav ng happ l/ defed an/ b! d ng cha enges,
Tm sald theres lust  one th ing he would chaiSe
about the house desBn,  wth an ateraton beinS

''. .The onL/ thin8 that we could have done
d fferent / s to I ve a b t of shade aid weather
protecton on that centra deck to make it a bit
more veabe - buthere s also something really
nke abol t the openne$ o lwa k i rgol t the€

Happywith the overa desi8n a,rd the co mfort
Levelthe house offe6, ts a pacethe Ryanfamil/
relums to when possib e jln as the name of

Geo


