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Peter Stutchbury + Shane Blue: Harbour House
Newcastle. New South Wales. Australia,2OO2

I t  has  long been the  ambi t ion  o f
these architects to design for this
magn i f i cen t  nor th  fac ing  harbour
side dress circle location.

T h e  s i t e ,  j u s t  b e l o w  r i d g e l i n e
h a s  p r o s p e c t  o v e r  t h e  m i g h t y
Hunter River. Orientated due north
this site needs to be managed for
the extremes of the sun and l ight
s u c h  a  c l e a r - s k i e d  o u t l o o k  r e -
quires a softening of cl imatic con-
dit ions. The eventual concept was
to see the solut ion as an armchair
that might be placed strategical ly
under the protective branches of a
t ree ,  somet imes in  the  depth  o f
shade, the dappled l ight of broken
shade or the edge where a blast of
sun benefi ts winter chi l ls.

A large simple cut into the land
provides a platform that has a dis-
t inct front and back. The platform
i s  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  d o w n w a r d
sweep of a sculptural canopy, de-
s r g n e d  t o  s o f t e n  l i g h t  r e f  l e c t i o n
into the rooms below and beyond.

The compos i t ion  o f  th is  bu i ld ing
does not guide the resident toward
t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l
l l festyle-there are few definit ives
but  ins tead a  ser ies  o f  var ia t lons
that remove the constancy of ex-
p e r i e n c i n g  a  b u i l d i n g  r e p l a c i n g
tha t  event  w i th  an  edge o f  I i v ing
exper ience where  n igh t  and day
are recognised only by the chang-
i n g  l e v e l  o f  l i g h t  a n d  n o i s e ,  a n d
hospital i ty moves equally through
the  bu i ld ing  in  the  fo rm o f  en ter -
tainment,

The fact that humans adapt eas-
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i ly to the provocations of this bui ld-
ing would seem to indicate that the
style of l i fe in this house can enjoy
greater levels of freedom, that ex-
ternal rooms are equally relevant
to how we live that the joy of day
to  day  events  such as  cook ing ,
ba th ing ,  s leep ing ,  ea t ing ,  wash ing
all  can be enhanced into greater
wor th ,  when decora ted  bv  arch i -
tecture.

This bui lding represents how ar-
chitecture can be discovered be-
yond the bui lding.
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Living/dining room: looking south EE'/AE

Dining room and kitchen Hg.LAffivALiving room: kitchen on left E�FE: ElteH


