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An architect couple lets loose with a riot of colc

to create " hafpy, relaxed coastar['weekender

When Shane and RachaeL bul l t  their  weekender at  SeaL Rocks inf

l . l i )  on the NSW north coast ,  they des Sned the home to refLect

the surround ng area,  wi th a v v id paLette lnspired by the br l l l l ;n t

"quu o."un "nJth" br iSht  f lowers of  the Local  bush and gardens

5 ]ORY JODLE THOI ISON STYL NC L  SA HILTON

PTOiOGRAP:Y S l l '1ON WHITBREAD

l i . j t i  ! i g l r ! l  T h i s  b o l d  c o t o u r  s c h e m e  c r e a t e s  a  s u  t a b L y  r e L a x € d

fuss f iee feeL -  perfect  for  a hol iday home where the most st r€

act iv i ty  shoutd be choos ng wh ch of  the br ight  Bunn ngs har

t o L e l n ' W e t h o u g h t w e d  b e  o k a y w l t h f o r r r  h a m m o c k s  b u t

so popular  we re contemplat ing a f  f th one 
"  says Shane 

"Th s !

where most people spend the r  t  me "  Here lL ' r lL l ,  the couple s t i

2 2  i r l n r  :  c  L  . "  I  I  ,  .  "  ,  "  u  "  .  .  ,  i  r  I  '  L  .  .  .  "  ,  , "
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ch ldren sw n8 haPp Ly in the shade wi th a ne ghbourhood t r  end



Murobond

DINING AREATo create a fun and
functionaL Look on a budget Shane and

RachaeL headed straight to lkea, where they
found everything from the dlnlng tabLe to

the sofa, beds and bedlinen "We have
a real Love affair wlth lkea," says Shane

"They have a Lot of weLl-desiSned pieces,
Lrt e tq6 ar_ 'n8 -oorn No-drry'a chai s.

which are Lovety and sculpturaL 
'  Friends

were enListed to minimise the chaLlenge of
putt ing atL the fLat-packed pieces togethe.

"We went up one weekend with fr iends
and did i t  in one Lot," says Shane Brlght

coLou.s keep the mood in this room
upbeat, wlth a Long stretch of walL in

l" lurobond Rjpple contrasting with the
funky lkea cushlons and r ich red banqLrette

seating that runs the Length of the Living
room. "Daybeds are such a comfortabLe

pLace to rect ne," says Shaoe >
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KITCHEN The gaLLey kitchen is tucked t)r 1,
aton8 the narrowest side of the holse, List i
opening direct iy onto the deck and Scr
conveniently close to the barbecue, r lrc
which is bui l t  into an adjacent a[cove
"We went for a bare-bas cs f i t-out
because we barbecue so much," s:ys I l lc
Sl-a.e. Inerpe- srve .or r pl) wa< rseJ -c

the cupboards, w th benchtops ln viv d
red Laminate adding a compLementary
i ^Jec r roa  o ' co lou -  Bo lo  acce<so r res  o , .
an easy and budget-fr iendiy way to play s . l '
wlth contrasting hues; here. a str ipy No tral
Chintz tea toweL, Lime green bowl frorn
Plenty and a burnt orange Chee Soon Prc
& Fitzgeratd jug add vibrant coLour. th€

\
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life. That's exactlv the feel of this simple but
at Seal Rocks on the NSW north coast.

couple Shane and Rachael of Bourne Blue
rhe home. cal led Kurreh. as aseaside escape for

and their three children, Memphis, 12, Huon, 10, and
seven. The riot ofinterior colours, including lime, chocolate,

aqua and cool coastal shades, sets a jo1ful tone, while the
layout, with all rooms built around a large central courtyard,

the family relax while connecting with nature.
'Wewere keen to build something pretty simple, using basic mate als

fibroand timber, say Sha ne ard Rachael. who bought the block of
in the isolated seaside hamlet in 2001. They had fallen in love with
Rocks after spending many holidays there and working on several

in the area, so when they spotted the oneline classified ad
the block for sale, they snapped it up lqithout even seeing it.
years later, they finally had the time and funds to start designing

home away fiom home, which was completed two years ago.
From the outside, the house sits comfortably within its bushy

with the unobtrusive style of traditional holiday shacks in
area. "Our brief was to build a reasonablv low-imDact house

terms of the exterior," says Shane. lnside, it's all colour, fun and

LIVING ROOM {top} ALL the indoor Living at this weekender is done in this LonB room, which opens out to the central courtyard on one
slde and catches cooI sea breezes through Louvred windows on the other side. Great dotlops of bright co[our on the waLLs and uphoLstery,

nced by a natural timber 'Litlberg' sofa and wicker pendant Lights from lkea, create a cheerfuL, casuaL vibe. "lt's actuaLty a pretty narrow
smatl l iv ing space, so we put in the worLd's Longest daybed to perform a variety of functions," says Shane. " l t  anchors the room,

storage and lets us be fairLy efficient in the room plannin& with one part of the daybed a loun8e and another forminE part of
dining sett ing." Instead of expensive uphoLstery Shane and RachaeL topped the daybed with ptain red futons from So-Fon Austrat ia. >

home should be a place that invites you to kick offyour
put your feet up and have a little fun, away from the rush

airy, laidback spaces; each room opens to the courtyard and Sarden,
allowing slyvistas and an easy connection to the outdoors. ln summer,
the doors are thrown open, with most of the living and entertalning
done around the barbecue and outdoor table.

Although it's not a large house, there's plenty of room to relax. In the
living area, a cushioned banquette along two sides of the room
encourages dal'time lounging, as do t}Ie four hammocks strung in an
shady stretch of the deck. A large kids bunk room and two double
bedrooms mean there's enough space for two families when ftiends
come to stay. The kitchen ald batlroom are spare and utilitarian but
comfortable, with the added appeal ofopening up to the outdoors.

Shane and Rachael were on a tight budget, so they kept the finishes
and furnishings simple. Most of the furniture was bought in one big
shop at lkea, and they went for cost sawy options tuch ds Tincalume
sheets (a malleable steel) for the kj(chen splashbacl{.  part icle board on
the floors and fuss-ftee light fittings. "we bought $8 plastic light fittings
ftom Bunnings for the whole house just little plastic sPotliShts
externally and light bulbs {.ith rice paper lanterns for inside," says
Shane. "You can spend thousands on light fittings and we spent just

a couple ofhundred for the whole place."
The holiday home may have been designed with simPlicity in mind,

but the smart, efficient spaces, beautiful bush surrounds andbrilliantly
bright inte ors are nothing short ofluxurrous.

honcb.:utiful.con.ar{ArRlL2olo) 25
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a l l  t h e  b e c l r o o m s  o n  o n e  s  d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  t o  f o r m  a  s l e e p  n g
zone wi th gL.ss st  d ng doofs Lrnk 'ng each rooFn to thc outdoo-s
" O n  

a  h o t  n  g h t ,  t h e  d o o r s . a n  b .  o p e n  a n d  y o !  c . n  s l e e p  L n d . f
a  m o s q L r  t o  n e t  b u t . l s o  h n v e  a  s e n s e  o f  s c c u r  t y : s  t h e  h o m c
s c l o s e d i o t h e o l r t d o o r s ' s a y s S h . n e  W a l l s  t n  t h e  s o o t l .  n g
penr lescent green of  l . , lLr .obond s Aq! .  Glaze Pe.r l  nLot !s
a n d  d r . p e d  m o s q L  t o  n c t t i n g . . e . t e  .  r o m n n t  c  s p n . .  c n l v e n e a
by t rop cal ly  br lght  bcdl inen f rom lken Bedside t .b ie5 h.ve
b e e n  c o n v e n l e n i l y  i ' . s h  o n e d  f r o m  k e a  B e n l . m n : t o o l s

MASTER 8EDROOI.,l I h c  h o m e  h n s  b e c n  d e s  g n e d  , . !  t n

BATHROOI"I T h c r e ' s  o n l y  o n e  b a t n r o o m  n  t h e
h o u s e  b L r t  i i s  r o o r n y  a n d  f u n c t  o n : l  . o n n c c t i n g  t o .  o o u r t c
s i rowcr room wh ch c:n be en.Lo5ed by ro l ler  door5 or  lef t  opel
t o  t h e  e l e r n e n t s  T h e  s p a c e  h a s  a  d e l  b e r . t e L y  r l r s t  c .  c a r n p  n g  . - .
s ty le We saved money by not  bLov" 'ng lots on bathrooms s.ys
S h a n e  t  s  g o t  a  b  t  o f  .  h o l  d a y  f e e l .  l i k e  e n  a m e D t t  e 5  b l o c r  a t
a  c a m p s  t e .  w  t h  n o  t i l e s . l u s t  t  m b e r  d L r c k b o . r d J . n c l  z  n c n l L r n e
s h e c t i n g  o n  t h e  w a l l s '  A  l e n g t h  o f  p  p e  h a s  o e e n  n g c n i o ! l t y h J - i
i s . t o w e l f n L ' n a b e a c h h o L r s e  y o !  n e e d  p l a . e s  t o  l . . n g  b . i h

' c J beach towels for  sevef  to e ight  pcople so we nsta[cc 2 r retre:
of  copper pLumb ng pipe on the waLls nsten. l  of  sDend nt  $ 00 er .
on 2 towel  r .  ls  s:ys Shanc A s in ip le vani iy  l r . rs  bee" DU Lt  f ron
open t  mber shelves topped w th compressed f  bre ccmenr shee: r :
Baskets f rom Howards Storage World h de .way sm.Ll  essent at :
wh Le br ight  t  I  es f fom Pcnrsons FLor isr  i rdd l tve.y colo!r
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entertaining in the open air A t lmber bench buiLt lnto the deck makes clever use of the outdoor space and, topped with comfy f lr ton
from Rapee, provides seatinS to match a t imber tabLe and bench from The Outdoor Furniture Special jsts. "We t ke the home's pavi l ion,

DINING {opposirc} In the warmer months, the outdoor dinin8 tabte ls the heart of this weekender, with the famlly doing at l-

stylei the kids aLways feet secure, and i t 's prlvate wjth i ts own outlook," says Shane.
{above} Shane and RachaeL desiSned their weekender to b[end ln with the surrounding bushLand. The singte-storey bui lding

neat, square l ines with UttLe detaiL, and compressed f ibre-cement c[adding that echoes the oLder f ibro homes in the area
approach was to buiLd in a way that retains the [anguage of the exist lng houses and ]s respectfuL of context, '  says Shane

Ion.l."utlt"l,.o. "o {,rrnrl roro) 29



Who sr:r i  s hcl-c? Shane and RachaeL.
arch tects and partners in Bourne
Blue Arch tecture, and the r ch ldren
l j emphs  2  Huon  0  andCbeL la . seven
\{ lr : tr  s rs l  orrr dcsign bl icl  ? Shaner
'We wanted to bui ld someth ng I ke
fancy camp ng w th a hol day feel and
lots of clrculat on between the outs de
and the l iving areas and bedroorns
\ \ l r r r ' \ ) o rL r  r . 1 \u | | f r t r  \P rL t  r r l  t l l c
holrsc? The hammocks are easi ly
my favour te spot They re everyone s
iavoLrri te spot when we come to stay
and we have to work on a k nd of roster
system so everyone gets a turn'
I_Iol ofrcn do 1'oLr Lrsc rhe bouse?
'About 30 n ghts a year We rent i t
out throughout the year and often
work n the area so wit l8o and stay
there to do my s te visl ts '
Descl ibc r r; 'pic:r l  Satrrrdry ni6hr ar
Sr-:rL Rocksl We ve become fr iends
with other iam I es in the street so
the kids grav tate from house to house
and we have what we calL jo ned up
d nners where we aLL eat together"
Is rhc coiorrr '{u1 inter- iorjust lor your'
hol idrl 'houre? No oLrr home n
Newcastle s pretty colourful too
Rachael ls the expert there 

'

\ \ 'her ar_e rLc holrc's best cco snrrr ' t
tcaturcs'.  There are four Large water
tanks and a worrn tarm treat ng sewer
waste on s te We've lust ordered a
5kW grid feed photovoLta c lsolar

power] system for the house The dea
i s  t ha t  because  t he  house  i s  on l y  used
Interm ttently. the system w LL cover
the ent re power needs for the year"
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lffir
colour e ,.oldi"f.s
1 Kirchen benchlop Standard laminate
in Pi l larbox, from $86/sqm, Laminex.
2 Livint room paint lYurowash
in Ripple, $39/l i tre, 14urobond.
1 Living room painc Murowash in
Espresso, $39/Litre, lYurobond.
+ Livingroom paint 14urowash
in Papaya, $39/l i tre, Murobond.
5 Kirchen paint Murowash in
EggsheLt, $34/Litre, l'aurobond.
6 Master bedroom pain/Aqua GLaze
Pear[ in Lotus, $46/l i tre, l ' lurobond.
Srockists, patc 175

Due to the Printing Process,
actual coLours may vary.
CONTACTS: Bourne Blue
Architecture, (02) 4929 1450
or bournebtue.com.aLl.
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