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Learn ing  as  we go  a long

EXPERIENCE HAS
TAUGHT US EVERY
THING WE KNOW
Rachael and Shane's self-built eco home in Seal Rocks,
NSW, draws on their 20 years'experience of designing
other people's houses. But just as influential was their t ime
spent travell ing and their love of the great outdoors... ->



Learn ing  as we go a long

PATIENCE IS OUR BUILDING BLOCK

Rachael: We bought this Plot of land

10 years ago without seelng i t l  But we

knew Lne ared - we d worled on ho,lses

up here - and we knew we wanted a

simple but f lexible space. We just had

to wait unti l  we had the money to bui ld

Shane: You don't  have to spend

e\cess vely Lo rea ise yoLr vrsroi I fyoL

are clever and creative you can have
great projects with a modest budget

Rachael: Before oLlr kids - l4emphis,

13 ,  Huon ,  11 ,  and  C ibe l l a ,  S  -  we re

born, we spent a year travel l ing

The idea of a central outdoor l iv ing

space was inspired bY nouses we saw

in Spain and lYorocco we real ly loved

that way of l iv ing.

There ar€ fabric-covered mattresses in the

l iv ing room. 'Flexib i l i ty  is  a b i9 th ing. 'savs

shane. 'we rent  the house out  for  150 nights

of the year, so w€'ve chosen sofa covers

that  can easi ly  be washed and €hanged.

Storage under the seat ing in the lounge

means we can stash th ings l ike board games

and blankets-  When we leave we iust  want

to sweep the house out  and lock i t  up '  we

don' t  wanl  to sPend ou.  t ime here €leanin9. '

a rKEA STOCKHOLM SLAD fabr ic $9.99 100o/o

coi ion w15ocnr.  Blue.  APPLARO posi t ion chair

$59 Acacia.  W63xD80, Hl0lcrn APPLARO

drop- leaf  table $249 Acacia L l40-260xW78/

H72cm. NORDMYRA chair  $69/ea Sol id b i rch,

p ywood ard acry ic  pa nt  W47xD4a'  H78cm

Seal  H45cm. White/b i rch.  NORDEN dining table

$499 Sol id b i rch.  1220_266xW100, H75cm

FAST AND FUN OUTDOOR COOKING

Rachael: The kitchen is l ike the

bedrooms - i t  has a rol ler door instead

of a back wall .  The room opens on to

the courtyard so when you're cooking,
yoLr're st i l l  part of the social act ivi t ies .

shane: . . .Or rather, cooking becomes

a social act ivi tyl  Most of the t ime we
just cook with the barbecLle, even for

big celebratory meals But we' l l  Llse the

kitchen to prep the food, make a salad

or cook pasta. We al l  help out

Rachaeli  When You l ive outside as

much as we do, You have to make the

outdoors comfortable and f lexible i t 's

l ike any other room in the housel our

chairs fold away when not in use and the

tabLe extends when we have guests. )
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PLANNED AROUND THE ENDURING
BEAUTY OF THE NATURAL WORLD
Shane: Seal Rocks is still a fishing
communitv, and we've made an effort
to design a structure that fits with all the

fishermen's huts bui l t  in the 1950s and

60s. It's why we've used retro colours.
Rachael: And we were inspired bY the

surrounding forest: the green of the

eucalvDtus trees and brown of the bark
The orange is from a fungi we found and
the kids'bedroom is green, blue and

bro\/n - the colours of a rock Pool.
a ANDREA SATIN queen quilt cover set

+69 100o/o cotton. Quilt cover L200xW200cm
and 4 pi l lowcases LsoxW80cm. Pink/
mult icoloun
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QUESTION TIME
PAST... If we could go back in time we'd

visit the late 1800s with its fasclnating
mix of deslgn and craftsmanshiP
PRESENT,,, There is a quote from
Ingvar Kamprad up on our noticeboard:
'Expensive solutioFs are often signs of

mediocrity.' We sde it every day - it's a

sentiment we asDire to in our own work
FUTURE,,, Living so close to a national
park, you have to be very sensitive
to the environment. We've fitted solar
panels on the roof, built with recycled
and recyclable material, including iocally

milled timber, we use treated rainwater
for drinking and washing, and we have a

worm farm to turn waste into fertiliser, r
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LIVING HERE IS A STEP
UP FROM CAMPING
Shane: The house is the perfect base
for beach tr ips. You come in, dump
your surfboards by the door, hang
your towel up, then wash the sand
off in the shower.
Racha€l: Because you enter vja the
courtyard, most of the sand falls through
the deck. I t  means that the lounge and
bedrooms stay sand-free. That's the
theory, at least - with kids, it doesn't
alwavs work out that wav.

3 MoRE TNSPIRATToN Go in store
now to find flexible, €co and stylish
ideas to make your outdoors great!
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